
 1 

 

The Unique (But Missing) Leeuwengroot of Élincourt 
 

by Paul A. Torongo 
© 2020 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Engel & Serrure 1665 
[4]

 

Caron 682; pl. XXVII 9 bis 
[2] 

 
 
 

+ M0neTb  elInc9 
GVI   D0D   lVS   EnB9 
+ BnDIcTV q SIT q [n…e] q DnI q nRI q DeI  […] 

 
 
This is the leeuwengroot (gros au lion, gros compagnon) of Élincourt (such as it is). It was 
first reported by R. Serrure in 1884 (ref. 8). Its current whereabouts are unknown. 
 
 
The leeuwengroot (gros au lion, gros compagnon, gezel, socius) was a (nominally) silver 
coin, struck in the 14th century in Western Europe, and in particular, in the Low Countries. 
The type was first minted in Flanders (or perhaps in Brabant) in June 1337, in response to the 
devaluation of silver coins in France earlier that same year. The type was quickly imitated in 
the neighboring regions, on occasion as a “coin of convention” mandated by agreements 
between multiple realms. 
 The earliest leeuwengroten of 1337 were minted in Flanders and Brabant, and probably in 
Holland and Namur as well. Later imitations in Hainaut, Guelders, Cambrai and other places 
made an appearance. The type was abandoned around October, 1343, but minting restarted in 
Flanders in January, 1346, and the imitations soon followed once again. Minting continued 
until 1364, when the type was replaced by the plak series of lion-with-helm coins. 
 
If there is one thing that our numerous reports on the leeuwengroten of all regions have 
proven beyond any shadow of a doubt is: illustrations in old coin books are untrustworthy. 
The drawing shown here above may be completely accurate, partially inaccurate, or even 
wildly inaccurate. We just do not know. 
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The drawing shows that the central lion has a double tail, and what appear to be 3-lobed 
leaves in the obverse border. There is some kind of mark (pellet?) under the C of ELINC on 
the obverse, between the central lion’s paw and mouth. The drawing also shows that there is a 
round O in GVIDO in the reverse, inner legend and the word DEI in the outer legend. 
 
According to Caron (ref. 2), the coin was in the collection of the “Musée de Lille”, which, as 
far as we know, should be the Palais des Beaux Arts de Lille. 
 The staff of the PBA has assured us that the coin is not in their collection. The current 
whereabouts of this unique piece are, therefore, unknown at this time, and we are unable to 
confirm any of its characteristics. 
 
Who is “Guy of Luxembourg”? 
According to Caron (ref. 2): Guy de Luxembourg (1360-1371), according to R. Serrure (ref. 
9): Guy VI de Luxembourg (1364-1371), Count of Ligny and of St. Pol. Cuypers gives no 
name or dates other than the GVIDO DE LVCEMBOVRC found on the fractional coin shown 
here below. 
 
If this coin were struck for Guy of Luxembourg (1361-1371), then presumably minting 
occurred at some point 1361-1364 (when minting of leeuwengroten ceased in Flanders and 
elsewhere). 
 
 
__________________________ 
 
 
FRACTIONAL COINS 
 
All of these coins have a lion as the main obverse type, but whether or not they are fractionals 
of the Élincourt leeuwengroot is debatable. They all have items in two of the quarters on the 
reverse, which is not the “norm” for fractional leeuwengroten. 
 Many smaller regions struck small coins with lions on the obverse without ever striking 
any full leeuwengroten. Some of the rulers of regions that struck leeuwengroten struck (only) 
small coins with lions on them (e.g. Mechteld (Matilda) of Guelders). Minting of these small 
coins continued in some places after minting of the full groot had ceased in in Flanders 1364. 
 We have not seen any of these coins ourselves, and so all of our information comes from 
previous literature. 
 
Poey d’Avant III, no 6874 (p. 421) [1] 
Cuypers, RBN 1852, Plate VI, 5 [3] 
 
 

 
 

Cuypers, RBN 1852, Plate VI, 5 
[3]
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Cuypers, RBN 1852, p. 170 
[3]
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Note the double tail of the central lion on the obverse. The drawing shows LINCORZ, not 
LINCORT on the reverse, so either the drawing or transcription is incorrect. Otherwise, the  
legend transcriptions match the drawings. Whether or not these coins qualify as “fractional 
leeuwengroten” or not is debatable. 
 
 
 
_____________ 
 
 
Poey d’Avant III, no 6901 (p. 425) [1] 
 
 
 

 
 

Poey d’Avant III, n
o
 6901 (p. 425) 

plate CLX, 23 
[1]

 

 
 

 
 

Poey d’Avant III, p. 424 
[1] 

 

 
 

Poey d’Avant III, p. 425 
[1]

 

 
 
In theory, these are not fractional leeuwengroten, because there were struck after minting of 
leeuwengroten had ceased in Flanders (1364), not to mention the fleurs-de-lis in the quarters. 
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There might be some point in comparing these fractional coins to the doubles of Cambrai, but 
at the moment the only copy of Robert’s work (ref. 7) that we have is a poor digital copy that 
is all but useless for this purpose: 
 

 
 

Robert, Plate XIII, n
o
 6-7 

[7]
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
 
 
 
PREVIOUS LITERATURE 
 
The Élincourt leeuwengroot was first reported by R. Serrure, and again by Caron (who cites 
Serrure). 
 
 Poey d’Avant — [1] 

R. Serrure, BMdNA 1884, pp. 13-14 [8]  
R. Serrure, Imitations… 64 [9]  
Engel & Serrure, no 1665  [4] 
Caron 682; pl. XXVII, 9 bis [2] 

De Mey no 448  [6] 
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R. Serrure 
Ref. 8 
 

 

 
 

Serrure, BMdNA 1884, pp. 13-14 
[8]

 

 
 
Note that Serrure gives 1364-1371 for the dates of Guy VI’s reign. 
 
 
 
_____________ 
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Caron 
Ref. 2 
 
 

 
 

Caron, p. 403 
[2]
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Engel & Serrure 
Ref. 4 
 
 

 
 

Engel & Serrure III, p. 1077-1078 
[4]

 

 

 
 

Engel & Serrure 1665  
[4] 
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