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In early 1891, a jeweler in Ghent, Belgium managed to acquire a large hoard of gold and 

silver coins (over 800 pieces) which had probably been found somewhere in Flanders, 

possibly in the area of Malines (Mechelen). No complete record was ever made of these coins, 

and in typical fashion, the gold coins were dispersed almost immediately 
[96]

. 

 The find was originally dubbed the “Ghent Hoard”, but has since been changed to the 

“Malines Hoard”. The find contained a large number of silver leeuwengroten from a number 

of regions, as well as significant number of grand blanc, the ½ groot coin that was the 

primary silver coin in Flanders before 1337, when minting of the leeuwengroot began. 

Imitations of these coins from a number of regions were also present in the Malines Hoard. 

 

Some of the Malines Hoard coins definitely ended up in the CdMB collection in Brussels, 

where they can be found today. The whereabouts of the other coins are unknown and are 

likely to remain so, although some of them may have ended up in the DNB / NNC collections 

in The Netherlands. Many of the coins now in the CdMB collection might no longer be 

identified as Malines Hoard coins.  

 

There is an unfortunate (read: tragic) paradox about coin hoards: the more coins they 
contain, the poorer the documentation, research and reporting regarding the hoard will 
be. The Malines Hoard is no exception. 

 

 

 
 

DNB NM-11333 
a grand blanc half groot 

(not from the Malines hoard for as far as we know) 
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The Malines Hoard (1891) was first reported by Alphonse De Witte in 1891 (ref. 96): 

 

“Vers le commencement de l’année 1891, un bijoutier de Gand fit l’acquisition d’une 

importante trouvaille de monnaies d’or et d’argent appartenant, presque toutes, au 

second tiers du XIve siècle. 

La composition du dépôt nous le fait croire d’origine flamande; malheureusement, 

nous n’avons pu recueillir aucun renseignement ni sur le lieu précis de sa découverte, ni 

sur ses heureux inventeurs. 

Trop vite dispersées, les monnaies d’or ont aussi échappé, pour la plupart, à nos 

investigations. Nous pouvons affirmer cependant que, parmi elles, se rencontraient 

quelques florins au type de Florence et un certain nombre de moutons de Louis de Male. 

Le numéraire des rois Charles IV (1322-1328) et Philippe de Valois (1328-1350) y était 

aussi, paraît-il, largement représenté; ce qui n’est pas sans nous surprendre quelque peu, 

puisque, des 800 pièces d’argent environ qu’il nous a été donné d’examiner en nature, 

aucune n’appartient aux espèces royales de France.  

Sans nous arrêter à cette anomalie, qui n’est peut-être qu’apparente, nous allons 

passer rapidement en revue les monnaies d’argent venues à notre connaissance, lesquelles 

offrent, à trois exceptions près, cette intéressante particularité d’appartenir toutes au type 

monétaire créé par Robert de Béthune, du lion libre en plein champ. Ce type national 

semble donc avoir été presque seul en usage dans les provinces belgiques, vers le milieu 

du XIVe siècle. Nous savons qu’il fit place une vingtaine d’années plus tard au botdrager 

de Louis de Male, empreinte nouvelle qui, elle aussi, eut son heure de succès. 

Le dépôt monétaire que, pour plus de facilité, nous désignerons sous le nom de 

Trésor de Gand, ayant été selon toute probabilité trouvé en Flandre, nous en 

commencerons l’inventaire par la description des monnaies de ce pays.” 
[96]

  

 

– De Witte, pp. 457-458 

 

“Il ne nous reste plus, après ce rapide aperçu du dépôt monétaire de Gand, qu’à 

déterminer son âge approximatif. Pour cela, il suffira de remarquer qu’aucun botdrager de 

Louis de Male, pièce dont la première émission eut lieu le 28 juin 1365, ne se rencontre 

dans la trouvaille, et que, d’un autre côté, les moutons d’or qu’elle renferme ont été 

forgés seulement à partir du 16 juillet 1356. C’est donc entre ces deux dates extrêmes, - 

prenons les environs de l’an 1360, pour adopter un terme moyen, - que le propriétaire 

inconnu du trésor de Gand dut se décider à enfouir sa petite fortune, pour des motifs qu’il 

nous est impossible de déterminer aujourd’hui (1). 

 

(1) Les types de toutes ces monnaies étant connu, nous n’avons pas cru devoir les 

reproduire par la gravure, laissant aux possesseurs de ces nouveautés le plaisir de les 

publier eux-mêmes.” 
[96]

 

 

– De Witte, p. 468 

 

 

 

Our primary interest in the Malines Hoard is the leeuwengroten (and fractionals) contained 

therein. But what De Witte gives us in his report is the (sadly) typical “those leeuwengroten; 

you know the ones I mean.” 

 Details? Sub-types? Anomalies? Unusual, unknown sub-types? Unnoticed imitations or 

counterfeits? Forget it. Too many coins in the find to bother with all of that. 
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De Witte described the contents of the hoard (such as it was) as follows: 

 

 

Flanders 
 

“Louis de Crécy (1322-1350)” sic 

 

1 vieux gros     Gaillard 184   3   [vieux gros]   

2 gros au lion GAND   Gaillard 185   7   [Ghent gros] 

3 double tiers de gros, Ghent Gaillard 187   100 +  [grand blanc] 

4 double tiers de gros, Alost Gaillard 194   65   [grand blanc] 

5 esterlin, Ghent    Gaillard 189   7   [petit blanc] 

6 esterlin, Alost    Gaillard 196   20   [petit blanc] 

7 gros au lion     Gaillard 201  106   [leeuwengroot] 
8 gros au lion     Gaillard 202  92   [leeuwengroot] 

 

 

“Louis de Crécy, Comte de Flandre et Jean III, duc de Brabant”  

 

1 gros au lion    Gaillard 206   4 GANDEN LOVAIN   
2 esterlin     [De Witte 382]   2 GANDEN LOVAIN   
3 esterlin     [De Witte 381]   2 GANDENSIS LOVAIN 
  

“Louis de Male (1346-1384)” 

 

[1] gros au lion     Gaillard 219   c. 300 
 [leeuwengroot]   

 

[Surely De Witte must have been aware that “Louis of Crécy” died at the battle of Crécy in 

1346; his “1350” must be a typo.] 

 

_____________ 

 

Brabant 
 

“Jean III (1312-1355) 

 

1 gros au lion     v.d. Chijs IX, 24   1  12E / 1Z 

2 esterlin      Roest XVIII, 15 [sic]  63  [RBN 1882] 

3 esterlin, Maastricht   v.d. Chijs VIII, 11  1 

3 esterlin, Maastricht   v.d. Chijs VI, 2   1 

 

_____________ 

 

Hainaut 
 

“Louis de Bavière, empereur (1345-1347)” 

 

1 —       De Witte A, 9 [97]  1  [leeuwengroot] 
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Cambrai 
 

“Guillaume II d’Auxonne (1337-1342)” 

 

1 gros au lion      Robert X, 4   1  [leeuwengroot]  

 

_____________ 

 

Élincourt 
 

“Marie de Bretagne (1317-1339)” 

  

1 double tiers de gros au lion  PdA CLXI, 9  1  [grand blanc] 

2 double tiers de gros au lion       1  [grand blanc] 

 

_____________ 

 

Arleux 
 

“Béatrix de Saint-Paul (1325-1337)” 

 

1 double tiers de gros au lion  RBN 1853, XX, 15 1  [grand blanc] 

 

_____________ 

 

Serain 
 

 

“Waleran II, de Ligny (1304-1353)” 

 

1 double tiers de gros         1   [grand blanc] 

 

_____________ 

 

Namur 
 

“Jean II (1331-1335)” 

 

1 double tiers de gros         1   [grand blanc] 

2 double tiers de gros         1   [grand blanc] 

3 double tiers de gros         1   [grand blanc]  

 

 

“Gui II (1335-1336)” 

 

1 double tiers de gros   Chalon sup. I, XV  2   [grand blanc] 

 

 

 

 



 5 

Namur (cont.) 

 

 “Guillaume I (1337-1391)” 

 

1 esterlin au lion, Poilvache  Chalon XI, 163   1    
2 esterlin au lion, Vieuville  Chalon sup. II, XX  1    
3 esterlin au châtel    Chalon sup. II, XVIII  1    

 

_____________ 

 

Luxembourg 
 

“Jean l’Aveugle (1309-1346)” 

 

1 double tiers de gros au lion       3  [grand blanc]  

 

_____________ 

 

Coevorden 
 

“Reinaud II ou III” 

 

1 double tiers de gros au lion v.d. Chijs XXII, 7  1  [grand blanc] 

 

_____________ 

 

Guelders 
 

“Reinaud II (1323-1343)” 

 

1 “lion in an épicycloïde”        2  (Nijmegen) 

2 esterlin au lion    v.d. Chijs II, 5   1   

 

_____________ 

 

Holland 
 

“Guillaume IV (1337-1345)” 

 

1 esterlin au lion, Geertruidenberg v.d. Chijs pl. IV  3        [Grolle 16.3.3] 

 

_____________ 

 
 

=   +/- 798 silver coins 
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In addition, there were: 

 

 – some gold florins of the type from Florence 

 

– a certain number of gold moutons of Louis of Male, count of Flanders 

 

– some gold coins of Charles IV (1322-1328) & Philippe de Valois (1328-1350)  

of France 

 

 

It is unclear if De Witte saw any of these gold coins himself or not. 

 

De Witte noticed the absence of any lion-with-helm coins of Louis of Male, which De Witte 

incorrectly refers to as “botdragers”.  

 

__________________________ 

 

 

 

Our primary interest in the Malines Hoard is the leeuwengroten and fractionals thereof.  
 

 

 

Flanders Leeuwengroten 
 

 

 
 

 
 

De Witte, pp. 460-461 [96]
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According to De Witte’s report, there were c. 498 Flemish leeuwengroten in the Malines 

(“Ghent”)  Hoard: 

 

Count       qty.  border  [initial mark] 
 

Louis of Nevers       92  12E   [|] 

Louis of Nevers     106  11E / 1Z  [|] 

Louis of Male  < 300  11E / 1Z  [=] 

 

 

“La plupart du temps les N de la légende extérieure du revers, à l’exception d’un seul, 

celui du mot nRI sont carrés.” 
[96]

  

 

– De Witte, RBN 1891 

p. 460 

 

(De Witte does not report the initial marks from the obverse legend.) 

 

 

According to De Witte, the Louis of Nevers, most of the 92 coins with a 12E border in the 

Malines Hoard had Roman N’s in the reverse, outer legend (unlike what is shown in 

Gaillard’s illustration or text, De Witte’s cited reference).  

If De Witte is correct, then it is possible (probable) that these coins had chevron A’s in 

the obverse legend, as all of the known specimens with Roman N’s in the outer legend have: 

[ . We cannot be certain about all of the Malines Hoard coins, of course, because they have 

all been dispersed.  

 

For all we know, some (many? most? all?) of the Louis of Nevers, 12E border leeuwengroten 

currently in collections or in the marketplace originated with the Malines Hoard (or the 

Tourch Hoard (1911), with its the almost 700 not described leeuwengroten of Louis of Nevers 

and/or Louis of Male. See ref. 49).  

 

According to De Witte, the almost 300 Louis of Male coins have a “croisette ( % )” instead of 

a “rosace” after MOneTb [sic]. The annulet T is not indicated, but the barless A of Issues 

I-III is. While this is not evidence that every last coin had a barless A in MONETA, it does 

imply that a large number of them did. De Witte’s “croisette”, however, is a leaf. 

 De Witte reference to the “rosace” is a response to Gaillard’s flawed description of the 

Louis of Male leeuwengroot (which is, by the way, specifically an Issue VII coin from 1362): 

 

 
 

Gaillard 219 [13] 
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Flanders Leeuwengroten (cont.) 

 

 

 
Gaillard, p. 275 [13] 

 

 

As the reader can see for him or herself, Gaillard’s text and illustration do not match one 

another at several points. There are no Flemish leeuwengroten with a rosette after MONETA, 

although a leaf-mark might be misinterpreted as a “rosette”. On Flemish leeuwengroten there 

is either no mark at all (Louis of Nevers), an x (Louis of Nevers), or a leaf (both counts). 

(There is also a very rare type of Louis of Nevers leeuwengroot with a fleur-de-lis.) All of the 

leeuwengroten of Louis of Male have a leaf mark, and the only way anyone could interpret 

the mark as anything else is if they were looking at an illegible specimen (or not looking 

closely enough). 

 None of the 11E / 1Z border coins of Louis of Nevers have a x after MONETA, only 

(some of) those with a 12E border. 

 

So what are we left with? 92 Louis of Nevers, 12E border coins, most which may have had 

Roman N’s in the outer legend and chevron A’s on the obverse. And another 106, Louis of 

Nevers 11E / 1Z border coins of unknown sub-type(s). Were they all of the “common type”? 

Or were some of them from one of the other 4 (rare or extremely rare) sub-types? We will 

never know.  

Add to this almost 300 Louis of Male leeuwengroten from Issues I – III (?), with barless 

A’s in MONETA (?), possibly including other issues if De Witte was not careful about his 

work. Knowledge of any sub-types present, known or unknown, eludes us. 

 

On p. 12 of our report on the Tourch Hoard (1911) (ref. 49), we stated that we were unaware 

of any hoards containing leeuwengroten from Louis of Nevers together with those of Louis of 

Male. If one wishes to believe that De Witte’s descriptions are accurate, then the Malines 

Hoard would be such a hoard, containing leeuwengroten from both counts. 

 

What De Witte does not mention in his report is the initial mark of the obverse legend. 
Presumably, if De Witte’s cited reference of Gaillard 219 is correct, then the Louis of Male 

(?) coins all had an initial cross, while all of the Louis of Nevers coins had an eagle. In fact, 

other than his references, De Witte’s description of the Louis of Nevers 11E / 1Z border 

coins and the Louis of Male coins is exactly the same (i.e. “Gros au lion en plein champ dans 
un entourage de 11 feuilles de houx et d’un petit lion”). 
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Flanders Leeuwengroten (cont.) 

 

 

How is it possible that De Witte looked at almost 300 coin specimens and only saw an 
“x”, but never a leaf? 
 

         
 

Louis of Male leaf-marks (chosen for their semi- illegibility) 
 

 

Even if some (many? All?) of the Louis of Male coins were Issue II coins with a straight-

stemmed leaf-mark (which could perhaps be misinterpreted as an x), how could De Witte not 

have found any leaf-marks among almost 300 coins? Did he not actually look at all c. 300 

coins? Or did his preconceptions override his eyesight? Or were the large majority of the 

Louis of Male coins Issue II, straight-stem coins? 

 

 

 
 

Louis of Male, Issue II, straight stem: f 

(upside-down in the photo) 
 

 

 

Based upon the other coins and types present in the Malines Hoard, we would speculate that 

the Louis of Male leeuwengroten would have indeed been early issues, perhaps Issues I – III 

(?). 

 It is, however, extremely important to know what the last issue of Louis of Male 

leeuwengroot was that was present in the hoard. The fact that there were so many 

leeuwengroten of Louis Nevers present, including what appear to be the oldest issue from 

May, 1339, alongside the “rebel” coins the vieux gros and Ghent groot, as well as numerous 

“old” grand blanc from several regions, would seem to indicate that the hoard was deposited 

in the late 1340’s (?). (See the Conclusion below, however.) 

It would be most helpful to know if any Issue III leeuwengroten were present (minted 28 

May, 1351 – 5 September, 1353), or any from Issues V, VI or VII. 

 

 

There were approximately 500 Flemish leeuwengroten in the Malines Hoard (1891), about 

which we know little or nothing. 

 

This is what we refer to as a “Numismatic Tragedy”. 
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Flanders-Brabant GANDEN LOVAIN Leeuwengroten 
 

 

 
De Witte, pp. 460-461 [96]

 

 

 

According to De Witte, there were 4 GANDEN LOVAIN leeuwengroten in the hoard, along 

with 4 associated fractional coins (½ groten?), 2 each of the GANDEN type and the 

GANDENSIS type (which De Witte calls “esterlins”): 

 

1 gros au lion  Gaillard 206   4  GANDEN LOVAIN   

2 esterlin   [De Witte 382]  2  GANDEN LOVAIN   

3 esterlin   [De Witte 381]  2  GANDENSIS LOVAIN  

 

 

Old numismatic works almost never properly report the forms of the O’s. But De Witte 

transcribes the legends as: 

 

GbnDen$ lOVbIn9 
lVD  cOM  IOhn  DVX 
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Flanders-Brabant Leeuwengroten (cont.) 

 

 

Instead of the correct (based on every known specimen): 

 

} GanDend l0VaInd 
,lVD9  coM9  ,I0h9  DVX 

+ BnDIcTV q SIT q nome q DnI q nRI q IhV q XPI 

 

That is quite a few omissions and/or errors on De Witte’s part. So how much trust should we 

place in his assertion that one of the GANDEN LOVAIN coins read: GbnDEn ? (“Sur 
l’une de ces pièces l’E de GbnDEn est carré.”) We have never seen a single variant of the 

GANDEN LOVAIN type ourselves. Is there really a variant with a Roman E in GANDEN, or 

did De Witte think that he saw something that was not there? How can we be sure either way, 

over one hundred years later? 

 

 
 

DNB NM-11342 / 3.21 g. 
(not from the Malines hoard for as far as we know) 

 
 

Is this an E or an e? Based upon the other 9 known specimens (and the curvature at the 

bottom of the letter), we would say that it is an e, although there is clearly some room for 

discussion. It is entirely possible that this is the very coin that De Witte saw and reported as 

having a Roman E. 

 

 

Gaillard 206 [13]   
De Witte 380 [96]

 

R. Serrure 32 [23]
 

Ghyssens p. 130, fig. 2 [14]
 

Vanhoudt G 291 & G 2590 
[93]

 

Martiny 27 [17] 

Martiny-Torongo GE 21 [18]
 

Torongo-van Oosterhout Type IV [72]
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Flanders-Brabant Leeuwengroten (cont.) 

 

 

According to De Witte, 2 examples of each of these fractional types were in the hoard, but 

only 1 example of each can currently be found in the KBR collection: 

 

 
 

CdMB 136 / 0.86 g. 
Probably from the Malines Hoard (1891) 

 

De Witte, Flanders-Brabant 3 
[96] 

De Witte 382 
[98] 

Haeck — 
[16]

  

Elsen — 
[12]

  

Vanhoudt — 
[93]

  

Martiny 28 
[17]

  

Martiny / Torongo GE 22 
[18]

 

Torongo / van Oosterhout, p 34 
[72]

 

 

_____________ 

 

  
 

 

CdMB 135 / 0.70 g. 
Probably from the Malines Hoard (1891) 

 

 

+ [Ga…]enSIS \ loVaIn9 
+ lVDo[VIc…] IOh d DVX 
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Flanders-Brabant Fractional Leeuwengroten (cont.) 

 

CdMB 135 / 0.70 g. : 

 

De Witte, Flanders-Brabant 3 
[96] 

De Witte 381 
[98] 

Haeck 35 
[16]

  

Elsen 14 
[12]

  

Vanhoudt G 2591  / G 293 
[93]

  

Martiny — 
[17]

  
Martiny / Torongo — [18]  
Torongo / van Oosterhout, p 33 

[72]
 

 

 

__________________________ 

 

 

Brabant Leeuwengroten 
 

 
 

De Witte, p. 461 [96] 
 

 

 

There are 2 basic variants of this type, one with r in BRAB on the reverse and the other with 

R, but it is impossible to determine from De Witte’s description what the Malines coin was. 

We are of the opinion that these coins were not minted until mid-1345 or early 1346. 

 

 

(Previous authors did not distinguish between q and r ) 

 

V. d. Chijs IX, 24 (var.) [5]
 

De Witte 359 var. [98]
 

Ghyssens Type IV h [14]      
Plate V, no 9  (not no 10 sic) 

Vanhoudt G 269 var. [93]
 

Torongo /van Oosterhout Type III-e 
[72]

     with qqqq in BRAB) 
Torongo /van Oosterhout Type III-f [72]     with r in BRAB) 

 

 

_____________ 
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Brabant Fractionals or Petit Gros 
 

 
 

De Witte, p. 462 [96]
 

 

 
 

De Witte no 368 [98]  
 

 

Are these coins petit blanc, struck until c. April 1337, or are they some kind of “fractional 
leeuwengroot” struck after this date? 

 

C.P. Serrure published this same coin, and a spurious Flanders/Brabant variant (ref. 22, p. 

405): 

 

 
 

C.P. Serrure, Vaderlandsch museum 5, plate 1, 2-3 [22]
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Brabant Fractional Leeuwengroten (cont.) 

 

 

“Hertog Jan III (1312-1355). 

 

2. + MONETA  ANWPENSIS. Links loopend leeuwken. 

Keerzyde: JOHANNIS  DVX  BRABAN. Kruis. 

Zilver. Pl. II no 2. ⅓ van den leeuwengroot. 

 

3. MONETA ANWPENSIS. Links loopend leeuwken. 

Keerzyde: LVDOVIC: COMES. FLAD. Kruis. 

Billoen. Pl. II no 3. ⅓ van den leeuwengroot. 

 

Dit laetste stuk is in zwart billoen, zijnde zeer waerschijnlijk eene nabootsing van eenen 

valschen munter uit den tijd. In alle gevalle is het toch eene zeer belangryke munt, dewijl 

zy bewijst, dat er stukken te Antwerpen werden geslagen met den naem van Lodewijk 

van Nevers, graef van Vlaenderen, waerschijnlijk ter gelegenheid van het traktaet van 

Dendermonde, den 31 Maert 1336, tusschen Brabant en Vlaenderen gesloten. Dergelijk 

stukjen, doch voor Halen in plaets van voor Antwerpen geslagen, was van Lodewijk van 

Crecy reeds bekend. Het staet beschreven in het zoo verdienstelijk werk van wylen 

mynen vriend Victor Gaillard over de munten van Vlaenderen.” [22]
  

 

– C.P. Serrure, p. 405 

 

De Witte’s description is fairly superficial, and does not do the numerous reported variants (or 

the numismatic community) any justice. He repeats this basic description for his general work 

on the coins of Brabant (ref. 98): 

 

 
 

De Witte, p. 125 [98] 
no 368-369 

 

 

Some of these coins might have ended up in the CdMB collection. See ref. 72, pp. 40-44 for 

more information. 
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Brabant Fractional Leeuwengroten (cont.) 

 

 

De Witte’s reference: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Roest, RBN 1882, p. 477, no 60 [21] 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________ 
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Hainaut Leeuwengroot 
 

 
 

De Witte, p. 463 [96] 
 

 

  
 

CdMB 067 / 3.853 g. (the only known specimen) 
Malines Hoard (1891) 

 

 
= M0netb F hbnonIe 
ZVD   0VI   c9&Ro   ImP 

 + BnDIcTV q SIT q nomE q DnI q nRI q IhV q XPI 
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Hainaut Leeuwengroten (cont.) 

 

 

This is the unique and important LVD CRO IMP leeuwengroot (see ref 82, pp. 30-32), 

currently found in the CdMB/KBR collection. 

 

R. Serrure 59 
[23]

 

Vanhoudt G 501 
[93]

 

Torongo /van Oosterhout Type III pp. 30-32 
[82]

  

 

__________________________ 

 

 

Cambrai Leeuwengroot 
 

 

 
 

De Witte, p. 463 [96] 
 

 

For some reason, De Witte does not tell us how many leaves were in the obverse border; 

presumably, it was 12 (like the known examples). The current location of this piece is 

unknown. 

 According to De Witte, the Malines coin was a variant with alternate interpunction (x’s 

instead of trefoils?). We only know of 2 specimens of this coin, both of which have the 

following legends: 

 

| M0nETb 6 ÂbMERbÂ9 
GVI   LL96 E   PIS   C0P9 
+ VERITBS q DnI q MBnET q In q ETERnVM 

 

 

Was De Witte actually describing an example with x’s, or did he misinterpret the trefoils? 

See ref. 84 for more information. 
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Cambrai Leeuwengroten (cont.) 

 

 

Robert pl. X, 4 
[20]

 

R. Serrure 60 
[23]

 

Torongo /van Oosterhout Type I, pp. 6-8 
[84]

  

 

 

 
 

Robert, p. 102 [20]  
 

 

 

__________________________ 

 

 

Holland (Fractional) Leeuwengroten 
 

 

 
 

De Witte, p. 468 [96] 
 

 

 

 

Presumably, the legends read: 

 

| M0neTb % M % S9% GERT9  
Gl9c   0ME   S$ho   laD    
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Holland Fractional Leeuwengroten (cont.) 

 

 

 
 

v.d. Chijs IV, I [9]
 

  

 

 

These coins are exceedingly rare. The current locations of the Malines Hoard coins are 

unknown. There are 2 examples of this type in the NNC/DNB collection, it is possible that 

they originated with this hoard. 

 

 

v.d. Chijs IV, I  [9]  
Grolle 16.3.3 (a) [15]

 

Torongo/ van Oosterhout, pp. 57-59 [40] 

 

 

 

__________________________ 

 

 

The Other Flemish Coins 
 

 

 

 

Grand Blanc / Petit Blanc 
 

The main, silver coin in circulation in Flanders under Louis of Nevers before the first issue of 

leeuwengroot (1337), was the ½ groot coin known as a grand blanc. This coin also had a 

rampant lion as its main type, but it was enclosed in a multifoil (in this case a sexfoil) 
(Martiny/Torongo AA 2; AA 5; GE 8 [18]

 ). The reverse featured a long cross that interrupted 

the legend, and 2 lions and 2 eagles in the quarters. 

The associated “fractional” coin (although there were no full groten in circulation) was 

the ¼ groot known as a petit blanc (Martiny/Torongo AA 3; AA 6; GE 9 
[18]

 ). 

 The Malines Hoard contained a large number of Flemish grand and petit blanc, as well as 

several examples of imitations thereof from other regions. 

 

Unlike most numismatists, De Witte refers to the half groot, grand blanc as a “double tiers de 
gros”, and the quarter groot, petit blanc as an “esterlin”.  
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Flanders Grand Blanc / Petit Blanc (cont.) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

De Witte, pp. 458-460 [96] 
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Flanders Grand Blanc / Petit Blanc (cont.) 

 

 

 De Witte Martiny/Torongo 
 

DW 3  GE 8    grand blanc of Ghent  ½ groot 
DW 4   AA 2; AA 5   grand blanc of Alost  ½ groot 
DW 5   GE 9    petit blanc of Ghent  ¼ groot 
DW 6   AA 3; AA 6   petit blanc of Alost  ¼ groot 

 

 

 

 
 

De Witte, Flanders 3-4 [96] 
Dewismes plate X, 192, 194 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

According to De Witte, one of the 7 examples of Ghent petit blanc in the hoard had \ 

interpunction (instead of the usual w ); such a sub-type is otherwise unknown to us. (Gaillard 

— 
[13]

; Haeck — 
[16]

; Martiny/Torongo — 
[18]

 ). The whereabouts of this piece (or any others 

like it) are currently unknown to us as well. 

 

See our upcoming report on the petit blanc (to be published) for more information about the \ 

sub-type (?). 
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De Witte, Flanders 5-6 
[96] 

Dewismes plate X 
 

 

 

_____________ 

 

 

 

De Witte’s Proposed Denominations 
 

It appears that De Witte felt that he had discovered an error in the naming of the coins of 

Louis of Nevers (items Flanders 3-6). He says that most numismatists refer to the larger coin 

(items Flanders 3-4), which De Witte calls double tiers de gros (i.e. ⅔ gros) as a “demi-gros” 

(i.e. ½ gros), and that most numismatists refer to the smaller coin (items Flanders 5-6), which 

De Witte calls esterlin, as a ¼ gros. De Witte feels that the correct denominations are: 

  

 grant blanc d’un gros      = gros of 3 esterlins 

 petit blanc        = double tiers de gros of 2 esterlins 

 petit denier blanc / tierchelets d’un gros = esterlin or tiers de gros 

 

 

(“…les grants blancs d’un gros, les petits blancs et les petits deniers blancs, tierchelets d’un 
gros…”) 

 

We have not yet been able to track down De Witte’s references: “comptes en rouleau 2526, 
2528 bis, 2529, 2530 & 2531”.  

 As for the RBN tome VIII (i.e. 1852), p. 60, it is clear that De Witte’s page number (60) 

is a typo, and he must have meant p. 68 (Piot’s Notice sur quatre comptes de monnaies 
frappées pour Louis de Crécy, comte de Flandre (ref. 19), which runs from p. 45 to p. 76): 
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Flanders Grand Blanc / Petit Blanc (cont.) 

 

 

 

 
 

Piot, RBN 1852, p. 68 [19]
 

 

 

 

What De Witte seems to have missed is the fact that this particular page represents the 

transition from the minting of the grand blanc (1/2 groot) to the minting of the grants blancs 
deniers le pièche d’un gros (gros compagnon or leeuwengroot). The petits deniers blancs, 
tierchelets d’un gros mentioned are the tiers de gros [compagnon]: 
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Flanders Grand Blanc / Petit Blanc (cont.) 

 

 

 

 
 

NBB N879 / 1.40 g. 
(not from the Malines Hoard, 1891) 

 

 

 

In other words: the names on this page (Piot) are not referring to the grand and petit blanc 

coins types found in the Malines Hoard (½ and ¼ groten, respectively). 

 

This same document (ARA 791) can be found on pp. 206-211 of the Martiny/Torongo 

Lodewijk van Nevers book (ref. 18). 

 

 

__________________________ 

 

 

The Vieux Gros (3) and the Ghent Gros (7) 
 

 

 

 
 

De Witte, p. 458 [96] 
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Vieux Gros / Ghent Groot (cont.) 

 

 

The vieux gros (M/T GE 20), which De Witte describes as having an x instead of a rosette, 

based upon Gaillard’s flawed drawing and description. (There are only coins with x’s as 

interpunction known, no rosettes.) The differences between the 3 known sub-types are the A’s 

used: a, b or [, but these characteristics are not noted by De Witte. In addition to the 

macron over the final letters of NOME reported by De Witte, there are also macrons over 

BNDICTV (2 of them), DNI, NRI, IHV, and XPI on these coins. 

 

 
 

Gaillard 184 [13]  
 

 

 

The Ghent groot (M/T GE 25), which De Witte calls a “gros au lion without the name of the 

count”, has only 2 known variants, one with r in FLANDRIE on the reverse, and the other 

with R. These characteristics are not noted by De Witte. 

 

 
 

Dewismes plate X, 191 
 

 

 

__________________________ 
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The Other (Non-Leeuwengroot) Types in the Find 
 

(Including some fractional leeuwengroten of Namur and Guelders.) 

 

 

Élincourt 
 

 
 

De Witte, p. 464 [96]  
 

 

“Marie de Bretagne (1317-1339)” 

 

1 double tiers de gros au lion  PdA CLXI, 9 1 example [grand blanc] 

2 double tiers de gros au lion      1 example [grand blanc] 

 

1. 
[R. Serrure 18 

[23] ] 
 

“Notons en passant que l’inscription du revers de cette pièce est écrite en français, ce qui 

constitue un exemple assez rare de l’emploi de la langue vulgaire sur les monnaies de 

cette époque. Une variété qui se trouvait dans la trouvaille dite de Gand porte la croix du 

revers autrement cantonnée : deux lions et deux aigles.” 
 [23]

 

 

– R. Serrure, p. 150 
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Élincourt (cont.) 

 

 

 
 

PdA 6867 
Plate CLXI, no 9 [1] 

 

 
 

PdA III, p. 420 
[1]

 

 

 

We cannot see any difference between BReTaIGne (6867) and BReTaIGne (6868), but 

okay…Poey gives the same reference for both… “Revue 1842, plate 8, n
o
 11”… 

 

 
 

PdA 6868 
Plate CLXI, no 10 [1]

 

 

 

Assuming for the sake of argument that these drawings are accurate, and they may not be, the 

only differences we can see are a round O in ELINCOR (and possibly in MONETA as well) 

(6867) or long O’s (6867). Furthermore, the A’s are unbarred (6868) or barred (6867). 
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Élincourt (cont.) 

 

 

2. 
The “same type of coin” with a different arrangement of eagles and lions on the reverse. 

According to De Witte, this variant was published by R. Serrure in the BdMNA, 1886; that 

coin, however, has a slightly different obverse legend, and a BReTaGnIe reverse legend – 

is this the variant spelling that Poey intended to describe? 

 

 
 

BMdNA, 1886, pl. III, 3 [24] 
 

 

 MÖnETb w De w elIncÖVRT (?) 
 MaRI   eDeB   ReTb   enIe  (?) 
 

 

MONETA ELINCORT and MONETA DE ELINCOVRT are not the same as one another. 

 

 

 

 
 

BMdNA, 1886, pp. 13-14 [24]
 

 

 

 

 

__________________________ 
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Arleux 
 

 

 

 
 

De Witte, p. 464 [96]  
 

 

 

“Béatrix de Saint-Paul (1325-1337)” 

 

1 double tiers de gros au lion  RBN 1853, XX, 15 1 example [grand blanc] 

 

 

[R. Serrure 19 
[23] ] 

 

“Béatrice de Saint-Pol, dame d’Arleux (1325-1337). + MONETA ALLODIENSIS. Lion 

dans six arcs de cercle. - Rev. : BEAT-RIS. D-E.ST. P-AVLO. Croix coupant la légende, 

cantonnée de deux lions et de deux aigles (Voyez fig. 19).” 
[23]

 

 

– R. Serrure, p. 150 

 

 
 

R. Serrure 19 [23] 
 

 

 

 

 

__________________________ 

 



 31 

Serain 
 

 

 

 
 

De Witte, p. 465 [96]
 

 

 

“Waleran II, de Ligny (1304-1353)” 

 

1 double tiers de gros        1 example  [grand blanc] 

 

“Walerand Il de Ligny, seigneur de Serain (1304-1353).  

+ MONETA SERENENSIS. Lion dans six arcs de cercle.  

Rev. : WALL-ER DN-SDEL-INNY. Croix coupant la légende cantonnée de deux lions et 

de deux aigles. Cette pièce se trouvait dans la trouvaille dite de Gand.” [23]
 

 

– R. Serrure, p. 150 

 

 

“…la trouvaille dite de Gand” is the Malines Hoard (1891) under discussion in this report. 

We get the impression that Serrure was reporting this type based solely upon De Witte’s 

Malines Hoard report (?). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________ 
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Namur 
 

 

 

 

  
 

De Witte, pp. 465-466 [96]
 

 

 

 

 

“Jean II (1331-1335)” 
 

1 double tiers de gros        1 example [grand blanc] 

2 double tiers de gros        1 example [grand blanc] 

3 double tiers de gros        1 example [grand blanc]  

 

 

“La trouvaille dite de Gand renfennait une variété de cette pièce, avec légendes plus 

étendues: + IOHES. COMES. NAMVRCENSIS à l’avers et MONE-TA. NA-MVRC-

ESIS au revers. Une autre variété plus importante a été donnée par Chalon dans son 

Supplément aux Recherches sur les monnaies des comtes de Namur. En voici la 

description : 

+ MONETA NAMVRCENSIS. Lion couronné, avec bâton péri en bande, dans six arcs 

de cercle.  

Rev. IOH'S-COME-SNAMVRIE. Croix pattée coupant la légende cantonnée de deux 

lions et de deux aigles.” 
[23]

 

 

– R. Serrure, p. 151 
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Namur (cont.) 

 

 

 

 
Chalon Supplement, plate 1, XIII [4] 

De Witte, Jean II, Item 2 ? 

 

 

 

_____________ 

 

 

 

“Gui II (1335-1336)” 
 

1 double tiers de gros   Chalon sup. I, XV var. 2 examples   [grand blanc] 

 

 

 
 

De Witte, p. 466 [96]
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[R. Serrure 22 
[23] ] 

 

“La pièce suivante, dont un exemplaire se trouvait dans la trouvaille dite de Gand, a été 

également publiée par Chalon dans son Supplément :  
Gui II, comte de Namur (1335-1336). + MONETA NAMVRCENSIS. Lion couronné 

avec bâton péri en bande dans six arcs.  

Rev. : GVYD-O.COM-ES.NA-MVRC. Croix coupant la légende, cantonnée de deux 

lions et de deux aigles.”
 [23]

 

 

– R. Serrure, p. 152 
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Namur (cont.) 

 

 

 
 

Chalon Supplement, plate 1, XV [4] 
 

 

De Witte gives NAMVRENSIS (no C), Chalon and Serrure give NAMVRCENSIS. Serrure 

does not provide that correct interpunction. 

 

_____________ 

 

 

“Guillaume I (1337-1391)” 
 

1 esterlin au lion, Poilvache  Chalon XI, 163   1 example   
2 esterlin au lion, Vieuville  Chalon sup. II, XX  1 example   
3 esterlin au châtel    Chalon sup. II, XVIII  1 example   

 

 

 
 

De Witte, p. 466 [96]
 

 

 

  
Chalon plate XI, 163 [3] 

De Witte, Guillaume I, Item 1 
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Namur (cont.) 

 

 

 
 

Chalon Supplement, plate 2, XX [4] 
De Witte, Guillaume I, Item 2 

 

 

 
 

Chalon Supplement, plate 2, XVIII [4]   
De Witte, Guillaume I, Item 3 

 

 

 

__________________________ 

 

 

Luxembourg 
 

 

 

 
 

De Witte, pp. 466 [96]
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Luxembourg (cont.) 

 

 

 
 

De Witte, pp. 466-467 [96]
 

 

 

 

“Jean l’Aveugle (1309-1346)” 

 

1 double tiers de gros au lion      3 examples  [grand blanc]  

 

 

[R. Serrure 24 
[23] ] 

 

“Jean l’Aveugle, comte de Luxembourg (1309-1346).  

+ MONETA. MERAVDENSIS. Lion couronné à queue fourchue et passée en sautoir, 

dans six arcs de cercle.  

Rev. : IOHE-S.REX-DE.BO-EMIE. Croix coupant la légende cantonnée de deux lions à 

queue fourchue et de deux aigles (Voyez fig. 24). 

Cette pièce a été révélée par la trouvaille dite de Gand qui en renfermait trois 

exemplaires. L’atelier de Méraude ou Poilvache où elle a été frappée fut vendu en 1342, 

avec faculté de rémérer, puis définitivement en 1344, par Jean l’Aveugle à Marie 

d’Artois, comtesse douairière de Namur.” 
[23]

 

 

– R. Serrure, p. 153 

 

 
 

R. Serrure 24 [23]
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Coevorden 
 

 

 

 
 

De Witte, p. 467 [96]
 

 

 

 

“Reinaud II ou III” 

 

1 double tiers de gros au lion v.d. Chijs XXII, 7 [sic] 1 example  [grand blanc] 

 

 
 

v.d. Chijs plate XXII, 17 [8] 
De Witte, Coevorden, Item 1 (?) 

 

 

De Witte provides no further description or legend transcriptions, so we are left to hope that 

his attribution is correct. V.d. Chijs plate XXI, 15-16 are also very similar coins: 
 

 

 
v.d. Chijs plate XXI, 15-16 [8] 
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Coevorden (cont.) 

 

 

 

 
 

v.d. Chijs pp. 597-598 [8] 
 

 

_____________ 

 

Guelders 
 

 
 

De Witte, p. 467 [96]
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Guelders (cont.) 

 

 

 
 

De Witte, pp. 468 [96]
 

 

 

 

“Reinaud II (1323-1343)” 

 

1 “lion in an épicycloïde”       2 examples  [Nijmegen] 

2 esterlin au lion    v.d. Chijs II, 5  1 example  

 

 

1. 
[R. Serrure, p. 153 

[23] ] 
 

 

“+ MONETA NOVIMAGENSIS. Lion entouré de cinq billettes, dans six arcs de cercle. 

Rev.:REIN-ALD’C-OM.GH-ELRE’. Croix coupant la légende, cantonnée de deux lions 

entourés de trois billettes et de deux aigles. Cette pièce, révélée par la trouvaille dite de 

Gand, porte le nom de l’atelier de Nimègue. En 1339, le comte de Gueldre fut élevé au 

rang de duc par Louis de Bavière.” 
[23]

 

 

– R. Serrure, p. 153 

 

 

2. 
v.d. Chijs II, 5 
 

V.d. Chijs assigned this type to Reinald II (1326-1343); “the jury is still out” on whether or 

not this is the correct attribution. 

 

 
v.d. Chijs II, 5 [6] 

De Witte, Guelders, Item 1 (?) 
 

 

 + MÖneTb […] GeLRIencIS 
 + RnÖl9 , DVX , Gel9 . cÖ9 , SVT 
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Guelders (cont.) 

 

 

 
v.d. Chijs, p. 24 [6] 

 

 

The fact that this coin bears the post-19 March, 1339 title of duke, indicates that these coins 

are fractional leeuwengroten, as opposed to petit blanc, minting of which ceased in Flanders 

in early 1337. 

 

 

__________________________ 
 

 

 

The Malines Find was also reported in the BMdNA, 1891 (ref. 25): 

 

 

 
 

BMdNA 1891, p. 73 [25]
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BMdNA 1891, p. 74 [25]
 

 

 

__________________________ 

 

 

CONCLUSION 
 
From a “leeuwengroot point of view”, De Witte did a terrible job of describing the coins in 

the Malines Hoard (1891), failing to provide us with anything more than the most basic 

information and leaving us to trust his attributions. With all due respect to that late author, we 

would say the same from a “general numismatic point of view” as well. There is a great deal 

of information missing regarding the specific attributes of the Malines Hoard coins. We wish 

that we could say that such a 19
th

 century report on a coin hoard is atypical, but that is not the 

case (sadly). 

 

The Malines Hoard contained several important leeuwengroten: the unique LVD CRO IMP 

coin of Lewis the Bavarian, struck in Hainaut, a rare Cambrai CAMERAC coin, and a number 

of GANDEN LOVAIN “coins of convention” from Brabant-Flanders, as well as 4 fractional 

coins associated with this type. 

 

The hoard also contained nearly 500 Flemish leeuwengroten, the details of which are not 

reported beyond: 

 

Louis of Nevers 12E       92 coins 

Louis of Nevers 11E / 1Z    106 coins 

Louis of Male 11E / 1Z < 300 coins 
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Additionally, the Malines Hoard contained several important leeuwengroot-relevant coin 

types: the Flemish vieux gros and Ghent groot, fractional leeuwengroten from Holland, 

Brabant, Namur and Guelders, and petit blanc from Flanders. 

 

The Malines Hoard was also an important find to anyone wishing to study the half groot 
grand blanc, minted to about April 1337, of which many examples were included from 

several regions (over 165 examples from Flanders alone). 

 

 

Dating the Malines Hoard (1891) 
 

Dating the hoard with so much information missing is somewhat difficult, if not impossible. 

The hoard was first reported after being “found” at a jeweler’s shop, which means that the 

integrity and provenance of the find have been compromised. We cannot be 100% certain that 

all of the coins were found together, including the gold coins.  

 

To repeat what De Witte said: 

 

“Il ne nous reste plus, après ce rapide aperçu du dépôt monétaire de Gand, qu’à 

déterminer son âge approximatif. Pour cela, il suffira de remarquer qu’aucun botdrager de 

Louis de Male, pièce dont la première émission eut lieu le 28 juin 1365, ne se rencontre 

dans la trouvaille, et que, d’un autre côté, les moutons d’or qu’elle renferme ont été 

forgés seulement à partir du 16 juillet 1356. C’est donc entre ces deux dates extrêmes, - 

prenons les environs de l’an 1360, pour adopter un terme moyen, - que le propriétaire 

inconnu du trésor de Gand dut se décider à enfouir sa petite fortune, pour des motifs qu’il 

nous est impossible de déterminer aujourd’hui.” 
[96]

 

 

– De Witte, p. 468 

 

 

Rather than focusing on the lack of lion-with-helm coins, struck from 1365 onwards, we 

would have preferred to look at the last issue of Louis of Male leeuwengroot in the hoard, 

which we are unable to do because De Witte has cheated us out of the details necessary for 

such a task. Based upon the other coin types in the hoard, we would speculate that there we no 

coins later than Issue III (end September, 1353), but perhaps none later than Issue II (end 

May, 1351) or even Issue I (end November, 1346). But who knows? (See below…) 

 

There were (allegedly) many coins in the hoard from May 1337, or before (grand and petit 
blanc). There were coins from c. May 1337 – December, 1339 (92 Louis of Nevers, 12E 
leeuwengroten). There were coins from about 1340 (GANDEN LOVAIN leeuwengroten). 

There were coins from c. 1343-1346 (106 Louis of Nevers, 11E / 1Z leeuwengroten). There 

were coins from mid-1345 - ? (almost 300 Louis of Male, 11E / 1Z leeuwengroten). 

 

The burning but unanswerable question is: were there any of the very common Louis of Male, 

Issue V (20 December, 1354 – 17 June, 1358) coins present in the hoard? 
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Dating the Gold Coins 
 

“…un certain nombre de moutons de Louis de Male.” 

 

“…les moutons d’or qu’elle renferme ont été forgés seulement à partir du 16 juillet 1356.” 

 

 

According to Martiny (ref. 17), the mouton d’or of Louis of Male was first minted c. 12 June, 

1356 (p. 172), although on p. 170 he states that Louis of Male gave issued orders to strike the 

mouton on 20 June, 1356 (citing O. Elsen, (ref. 12), p. 97): 

 

 
 

Elsen, p. 97 [12] 

 

 

 

If De Witte was correct in his assertion that moutons d’or of Louis of Male were present in 

the find, then the Malines Hoard could not have been deposited before June, 1356. This would 

then imply that Issue V leeuwengroten were almost certainly present in the hoard (and by 

extension, possibly Issue III coins as well). This would also mean that the various grand blanc 

coins in the find were almost 20 years old when secreted away (assuming that all the coins 

were deposited at one time). 

 

The burning but unanswerable question then becomes: were there any of the reasonably 

common Louis of Male, Issue VII (c. 1362) coins present in the hoard? 

 

 

 

 

__________________________ 
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